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of strength to the state. Each group, because of its peculiar interests or
capacities, has been able to make distinctive contributions which
strengthen and stimulate the other groups.

Three of the major races of Europe are represented in Germany,
and they have intermingled for such a long period that examples of
pure racial stock are rare. The north and northwest is the land of the
northern European long-heads, and this group also moved south by
way of the Rhine and Weser Basins. It thus occupies many of the
most densely populated agricultural and industrial regions. In the
northeast the stolidness and patient industry of the peasant betray a
large amount of Slavic blood, and the Slavs have moved westward
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through the plain and have mixed with the original Teutonic inhabi-
tants of this area. The modern Prussian, with his industry, ability and
group pride, largely represents this combination.

The Rhineland shows the influence of frequent Latin invasions,
not only in the physical characteristics of its people, but also in their
vivacity, charm, and interest in education and artistic achievement. The
highlands of the south are the home of'the central European round-
heads. These people have pushed northward, and have mixed with the
other racial elements in the central part of the country. They are a
kindly, friendly people, and their achievements in music, literature and
science represent some of the greatest German contributions to man-
kind. Each section of the country thus makes its distinctive contribu-
tion to the whole, and has aided in adding variety and interest to
German life.